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2) ‘A human heart, as well as human reason, is
needed for the understanding of morality, and the
heart's responses are to particular persons, not to
universal principles of abstract justice (Baier, 1987,
p. 41, Denham, 200294 A]<1-8) "
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The Relationship between Transgressive Behaviors

of Humanity and Moral Anger in Korean Culture

Kibum Kim Hyojin 1m

Sungkyunkwan University Chung-Ang University

Many researches have argued the most important dimension of perception or evaluation of
person is morality and competence in Korean culture. This study was to investigate the
cultural characteristics of the criteria of personhood. Two studies were conducted to
investigate the criteria used to evaluate person by qualitative approach and the differences of
evaluation of wrongdoer who violates interpersonal norm or individual autonomy by
experimental method. In addition, anger as emotional response to wrongdoer is conceptualized
in terms of moral and self-conscious emotion. Expression of anger is less an outpouring of
emotion and more a culturally regulated and normative mode of managing and putting into
practice our society's system of rights and obligations - its moral code. According to results
of qualitative data by interview and focus group interview, the most important criteria used
to evaluate personhood was interpersonal concern, esp, expectation and norm. The results of
experiment revealed that violation of interpersonal norm domain evoked angrier towards
violator than autonomy domain. The subjects ascribed more blame and responsibility to
interpersonal norm violator than autonomy keeper. Also function of behavior inhibition of

anger was higher in interpersonal norm domain than autonomy domain.

key words T moral anger, personbood, interpersonal novm, autonomy, self-conscious emotion
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