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Attribution Style of the North Korean Defectors:

A Research through Comparison with South Korean People

Jung-Min Chae

Korea University

This study is performed to identify attribution styles of the North Korean Defectors more
accurately. For this purpose, cartoon-form method designed to measure attributions is used
and total 129 subjects including comparison group of South Koreans are participated in this
research. Interestingly, the resule showed that two groups had similar and different
attribution styles at the same time. That is, there is a common aspect in using internal
attributions more in general, but there is also a different aspect in that South Koreans used
internal attribution much more. These tendencies emerged similarly at the controllable and
uncontrollable attribution dimension. However, the results demonstrated that South Koreans
mainly used stable attribution and the North Korean Defectors used unstable attribution at
the stable and unstable attribution dimension. And, the attributional styles of both koreans
appeared consistently in a variety of scenarios. Finally, there was the stronger relationship

between North Korean defectors' life satisfaction and attributional styles.

key words : culture, prychological adaptation, Novth Korean Defector, attribution, reunification
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