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Duality in Value Structure and Behavioral Judgment System:
Comparisons Between Undergraduates,

Adults and North Korean Defectors

Taeyun Jung Kwan-Jae Song
Department of Psychology Research Institute for Human Behavior
Chung-Ang University Yonsei University

The present study was attempted to compare duality in value structure and judgment
system between youth, adults and North Korean defectors. A questionnaire was administered
to 150 college students(Men: 89, Women: 61), 155 adults(Men: 80, Women: 75) and 80
North Korean defectors(Men: 39, Women: 41). Participants rated their values, behavior and
South Korean behavior (or North Korean behavior for North Korean defectors) as a whole
both on the 7 dimensions relevant to characteristics indigenous to Korean society and on
their opposite 7 dimensions characteristic of Western culture. Results indicated that defectors
marked the highest score on the traditional value dimensions, and yet youth ranked the
first for the western value systems. Also, duality in value systems was the most severe for
the defectors. In relation to dual judgement system in behavior, both young and old
generation judged Korean behavior more negatively than their own. This was also the case
for the North Korean defectors. Those findings were discussed in terms of cultural changes

in Korean society.

key words : Korean society, dual value structure, dual judgment system, North Korean defectors
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