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The impacts of social category information (wefother) versus

personality information (warm/cold) on impression formation

Cheong-Yeul Park Taekyun Hur

Dept. of Psychology, Korea University

Most previous research on impression formation has been examined the effects of various informations
exclusively within a category, either social category or individual characteristic. The present research
examined and compared the priming effects of social category information (we and other) versus
personality information (warm and cold) on impression formation. In Study 1, participants primed
subliminally with combinations of social category and personality information (wefwarm, we/cold,
other/warm, and other/cold) were asked to rate faceial pictures on the good-bad and likable-dislikable
dimensions. The analysis revealed only the significant main effects of social category information but not
any effects of personality information on both the impression dimensions. In Study 2 in which
participants were primed with either social category or personality information exclusively, priming of
social category information influenced the judgments of likable-dislikable dimension and that of
personality information influenced the judgments of good-bad dimension. These results suggest that
personality information influences impression in general even though its impacts may be overwritten by
social categorical information. The findings were discussed with its implication of everyday's impression

formation and the cultural psychological perspectives.

Key words : social category, central trast, person perception, impression formation, warmsh, weness, priming
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