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Longitudinal analysis of factor influencing delinquent
behavior among Korean adolescents:
Psychological, relational, and social perspectives

Young-shin Park Uichol Kim Younghee Kim

Dept. of Education College of Business Administration ~ Graduate school of Education

Inha Unversity Inha University Inha University

This study examines factors that influence delinquent behavior among Korean adolescents using
longitudinal analysis. A total of 1,012 students completed a questionnaire when they were Grade 6 and
739 students completed a follow-up questionnaire when they became Grade 9. Results of multiple
regression analysis indicate that the following variables predicted delinquent behavior of Grade 9 students:
Bullying, previous delinquency, experience of punishment, victimization, social efficacy, and moral
disengagement. The above six variables have direct and mediating influence of delinquent behavior.
Relational factors also influenced delinquent behavior. Social exclusion from friends reduce social efficacy,
which increases victimization and which in turn increases bullying, leading to greater delinquency.
Parental rejection, social exclusion from friends and hostility from teachers increase moral disengagement,
which increases bullying, leading to delinquency. Low academic achievement increases the likelihood of
being punished, which increases bullying, leading to delinquency. The results indicate that moral
disengagement and social efficacy are mediating factors of delinquency and negative life-events (i.e., social
exclusion from friends, rejection from teachers, hostility from parents and low academic achievement)

increase the likelihood that Korean adolescents will engage in delinquent behavior. Implications of the

results for future research are discussed.

key words : delinguency, moral disengagement, social efficacy, victimization, bullying, punishment, social exclusion,

interpersonal relationship, longitudinal analysis.
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