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Characteristics of Aggressive Victims of Dating Violence and

their Commitments in Dating Relationships

Kyung-Hyun Suh Gwi-Yeo-Roo Ahn

Sahmyook University Kangnam University

The purpose of this study was to investigate characteristics of victims, especially aggressive victims of
dating violence, and examine how they constructed the dating relationship and their commitments in
dating relationships. The participants were 526 female college students who had the experience of
heterosexual dating relationships, whose ages ranged from 18 to 37 (M=20.10, SD=2.70). The
psychological tests used in this research included the following: Straus' Conflict Tactics Scale, Foo and
Margolin's Justification of Violence Scale, Korean Version of Gender-Role Scale, and Lee and Han's
Relationship Measures. Results revealed that aggressive victims of dating violence were more likely to
receive mild violence as well as severe violence from their dating partners than victims only, while
women who were victim only experienced sexual harassments more than aggressive victims from their
dating partners. Aggressive victims of dating violence had experienced fathers' domestic violence more
than women who had not experienced dating violence. Victims of dating violence showed less negative
attitude toward dating violence than women who had not experienced dating violence. Victims of dating
violence showed stronger commitments in their dating relationships than women who had not experienced

dating violence. The results of this study may provide valuable information for professionals who help

victims of dating violence.

Key words : dating violence, aggressive victims, domestic violence, gender-role, commitment in dating relationship
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