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Educational achievement in Korean society (II):

Psychological analysis of academic success of Korean adolescents

Uichol Kim Youngshin Park

Inha University
Dept. of Education

Inha University

College of Business Administration

This article examines psychological factors that contribute to educational achievement of Korean
adolescents. By reviewing empirical research, three core areas are outlined. First, positive and negative
roles that Korean society play on academic achievement are analyzed. Compared to other countries,
Korean society places a high premium, pressure an investment on educational achievement. This has
contributed to the rapid economic growth and development, but at the same time it has created
numerous social problems. Second, psychological and relational dynamics of investing in and achieving
success in education are delineated. Through indigenous psychological analysis, the role parents play in
motivating and regulating their children to succeed academically is reviewed. In addition, the role of
teachers and friends and the coordinated efforts of Korean society are outlined. Third, future directions
and transformations in education that are needed in Korean society are discussed. Although Korean
adolescents are high achievers in high school, this is not the case at the university level. Since Korean
students are interested in entering a prestigious university, they have developed skills in doing well in
standardized tests. Educational reforms need to take into consideration individuals' personal interests, skills
and creativity to ensure that the knowledge that they acquired can be used to further their career and
improve their subjective well-being. Educational transformation does not imply simply adopting Western

models, but developing indigenous models that can maximize human and cultural potential and stimulate

curiosity, diversity and creativity that are necessary in the global era.

Key words : educational achievement, indigenous psychology, parent-child relationship, achievement pressure, social support,

subjective well-being
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