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A Factor Analysis of Motivation To Learn
Among Korean Elementary School Children

Jong-Jin Jeong

Daegu National University of Education

This study is to investigate, from the perspective of implicit theory, what elements influence children's
motivation to learn and how their configurations are different according to different sexes. One analysis
was based on answers to a motivation questionnaire by fourth to sixth graders from four different cities
in South Korea. The subjects children were most highly motivated to learn were math and science for
boys, and math and English for gitls, respectively. Factors influencing the motivation were near 30 in
number, including later happier life, joy of learning, parental rewards, pleasure of being informed, and
meeting parental expectations, among others. Another analysis was an exploratory and confirmative factor
analysis on motivation to learn among 856 fourth to sixth graders randomly sampled from 7 different
cities all over South Korea. Factors revealed to contribute to the motivated learning here were five factors
of utility, interest, recognition, knowledge acquisition(being informed), and expectancy sufficiency. There
were some differences in the structure of factors between sexes; importance was given to five factors of
utility, interest, recognition, knowledge acquisition, and expectancy sufficiency in descending order for

boys, and six factors of interest, utility, rewards, recognition, expectancy sufficiency, and competition for

girls.
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