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Comprehensive Understanding about
Drop-Out Adolescents in Korea

Myoung-Ja Keum

Daegu University

The school drop-out among the youth has grown to become a serious social problem since about 2000
and calls for an attention to its seriousness. Therefore, this study reviewed the statitistical reports and the
previous empirical findings on the school drop-out and integrated to establish a comprehensive
understanding of this social phenomenon. The main concepts and terminologies on school drop-out, the
current statistics, the possible causal factors and the usual trajectory the youth take after dropping-out of
school were discussed to conceptualize the issue. Analyses indicated 12 characteristics of the students who
dropped out of school. Those 12 characteristics were restructured according to the ecological conceptual
model. The social instability and the financial crisis in the 1990's has eroded the stability of the primary
environments of adolescents such as family and school. The family breakdowns from divorce and other
reasons weakened psychological and financial support for adolescents. The diminished authority of teachers
and school over students exposed conflicts between teacher and students, students' loss of purpose and
interest in academic attainment. The adolescents showed emotional reponses like increased level of
depression, helplessness, aggression, indicated cognitive reponses such as the loss of purpose and interest in
studying, a heightened sense of uncertainty of the future, and behavioral responses like sexual acting out

behaviors, and bullying. The unmet psychological needs of adolescents result in run-away and school

drop-out behaviors, which in turn progress into juvenile delinquency as the society fails to provide

adequate and appropriate guidance and interventions. The intervention strategies at the national level were

proposed and the limitations of the study were discussed.

Key words : drop-out adblescents, causes and process, ecological model
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