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Mental Representation for Family in Abused Children:
Focusing on Types of Child Abuse

Kyung-Sook Lee Jin-Ah Park Eun Jeong Oh

Hanshin University Hanshin Child & Haesu Psychiatry
Family Counseling Center

The purpose of this study is to examine the family perception according to abused children's sex, age,
and abusive type. The subjects were 45 abused children including 15 physically abused, 15 neglected,
and 15 physically and emotionally abused children from age 7 to 14. The results were that boys showed
more noncomplient behaviors to their parents, more concerns and more rejective behaviors to examination.
Girls perceived their mothers as stressors more than those of boys. School-aged children perceived their
mothers as allies than those of adolescents. Adolescents showed more rejective behaviors to examination
and more anger. Physically and emotionally abused children experienced more family conflicts and showed
more negative resolutions, and more noncomplient behaviors than those of abused children. Neglected

children showed more depressive mood than those of abused children.

Key words : abused children, family perception, family assessment test
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