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Adolescent delinquent behavior and the influence of friends:
With specific focus on self-efficacy, parent-child conflict and

parental control

Young-Shin Park Uichol Kim

Inha University, Dept. of Education Inha University, College of Business Administration

This study examines adolescent delinquent behavior and the influence of friends, focusing specifically on friends'
delinquent behavior and the influence of self-efficacy, parent-child conflict and parental control. A total of 1,399
adolescents attending five different high schools (male=642, female=756, consisting of 915 student attending
high school and 484 students attending vocational high school) completed a questionnaire developed by Ahn,
Hwang, Kim and Park (1997) and Bandura's (1995a) self-efficacy scale. Results indicate that those students
who attend high school had parents with higher education, socio-economic status and better studying
environment at home, while students attending vocational high school had higher parent-child conflict. Students
attending high school had higher self-efficacy scores, while students attending vocational high school had higher
scores on delinquent behavior. The results of LISREL analyses revealed a similar pattern for high school and
vocational high school students. Combined analysis indicate that friends' delinquent behavior, parent-child conflict
and parental control had direct and positive effect on students' delinquency behavior. Self-efficacy had a direct
and negative influence of delinquency behavior. Similar pattern was obtained for friends' delinquency behavior,
in which self-efficacy had a direct and negative influence of their delinquency behavior and their parent-child
conflict and parental control had direct and positive effect on their delinquency behavior. In summary, those
students who had lower self-efficacy, higher parent-child conflict and parental control, and with friends who are
more likely to engage in delinquent behavior, had higher scores on delinquent behavior. ~Also, those students
who had friends with lower self-efficacy scores and with higher parent-child conflict and parental control are
more likely to engage in delinquent behavior, which in turn influenced their delinquent behavior. Friends'

delinquent behavior had the greatest influence on students' delinquent behavior indicating the role of friends in

influencing delinquency among adolescents.

Key words : Delinguent bebavior, friends' influence, self-¢fficacy, parent-child conflict, parental control
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