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Typology of Gambles: A Study of
Gambling Behaviors and Problems

Hoon Jang Sangyeon Yoon Taekyun Hur

Korea University

Previous psychological studies in gambling have mainly focused on the characteristics of gamblers. the
purpose of the present study was to categorize gambles in Korea into subtypes based on winning
probability and money and to examine variations of gambling behaviors and problems across the gamble
subtypes. A survey on 1,304 gamble participants were conducted, of their gambling behaviors, personal
and social problems, and CPGIL First, factor analyses on perceived winning probability and money
revealed 6 subtypes of gambles: amusement type, lottery type, internet type, slot-machine type, racing
type and casino type. Secondly, comparisons among gamble subtypes revealed the differences in gambling
behaviors, gambling-related cognitions, emotional experiences during gambling, and personal/social problems
related to gambling. The gambling behaviors in slot-machine type, racing type, and casino type were
more negative than those in amusement type, and lottery type. Gamblers in internet type were found to

have potential for latent problems of gambling. In discussion, the academic and practical values and

implications of typology of gambles were further discussed.

Key words : gambling subtypes, gambling recognition, gambling activities, gambling problems
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