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A comparative analysis of play songs and lyrics among children

of Han heritage in the context of socioeconomic development

Soon-Hyung Yi

Department of Child Development & Family Studies, Seoul National University

The purpose of this study was to compare the kinds of plays and the meanings of words in play songs
among children of Han heritage. A total of three data sets were used. Data for two of the data sets
were obtained from only South Korean children in 1990 and 2005, respectively, while the other data set
contained responses from South Korean, Chinese Korean, and North Korean children collected in 1999.
The three societies of Han heritage differed in the level of economic and industtial development and
ideological orientation, and each society tended to socialize and educate their children in different ways.
The kind of plays and the lyrics of the play songs were different in each stage by the level of economic
and industrial development, and ideological orientation. In each society, a dominant play changed
periodically. For instance, physical play decreased while television, video, and internet game plays
increased. The increase in internet game play was related to the level of industrial development. Although
three groups shared some common play songs prior to 1945, they have developed their own play songs
after 1945 according to their respective social ideological characteristics. Notwithstanding these differences

in play songs, common themes, materials, rhythms, and the Korean emotionality exist across all groups.

Key words : play, play song, physical play, internet game
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