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A Research on Gender-role Identity, Gender Discriminative
Consciousness and Attitudes toward Military Service

of Korean College Students

Mihye SHIM Yumi ENDO

Kansai University

The purpose of this research is to analyze male oriented military culture and gender discrimination. It
examined whether the experience of military service would affect the attitude of Korean college students,
gender role identity, and sexism by classifying 317 college students into three groups; males who have
completed military service, males who haven't completed military service, and a female group. Research
results are as follows: First, in general military experience did not enhance awareness of gender identity
nor affect attitudes toward gender discrimination, but significantly enhanced masculinity in some males
who completed military service was a major factor in strengthening masculinity and benevolent sexism.
Second, males who completed military service and women had a more positive view of the military than
males who had yet to serve in the military. Third, regardless of military experience and gender, military
experience was perceived to enhance benevolent sexism towards women. Fourth, all three groups showed a
strikingly positive correlation in hostile sexism and benevolent sexism. However, they did not show a
significant difference in the correlation of groups. Tough these results indicate that deep-rooted gender

discrimination in Korean society is enhanced by military experience, it also confirms the significance and

impact of the reality of the military ideology.

Key words : the experience of military service, gender vole identity, hostile sexism, benevolent sexism
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