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Korean Journal of Psychological and Social Issues
2011, Vol. 17, No. 4, 461 ~483.

Cognitive Categorization of Korean

for Reason and Solution about Income Polarization

Kim, DongSu Kim, Okhwan Lee, Sanghun Jung, Taeyun

Department of Psychology, Chung-Ang University

This study aims to recognize the definite cognition of Korean people about Social Polarization and to
define its category. For this study, Qualitative Research is provided to 38 candidates who live in Seoul.
The results show that the reason of the social polarization is divided into 4 categories such as Impossible
Social Class Change, Can be the middle class, Can be the Rich, Possible Social Class Change. And the
solution of polarization is divided into 4 categories such as Progressive Solution, Moderate Progressive
Solution, Moderate Conservative Solution, Conservative Solution. On the basis of the cross-tabulation of
the reason and solution of polarization, Most of Korean have tendency to cognize the reason of
polarization conservatively, but the solution of polarization is cognized progressively. And This study tries

to discuss the meaning of the categories and the implications for consensual communication of Social

polarization in korean society.

Key words : income polarization, social polarization, conservatism, progressivism, the wealthy class, the poverty dlass
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