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Comparison of Attitudes toward Children among Mothers of Young
Children and Maternal Grandmothers: With Specific Focus on Ideal
Number of Children, Gender Preference, Expectation Old Age Security and
Positive and Negative Values of Children

Young-Shin Park Uichol Kim Mi-Sook Kim

Inha University Inha University Inha University

Dept. of Education College of Business administration ~ Graduate school of Education

The research investigates the attitudes toward children among mothers young children and maternal
grandmothers, focusing specifically on the ideal number of children, gender preference, old age security and
positive and negative values of children. A total of 442 respondents, consisting of 221 young mothers (average
age of 35) and 221 maternal grandmothers (average age of 63) completed a questionnaire developed by Kim,
Park and Kwon (2005). The reliability of the scales ranged from Cronbach a of .78 to .91. The results are as
follows. First, as for the ideal number of children, young mothers reported that they would prefer two children,
while grandmothers reported that they would prefer four children. As for the ideal number of male child,
young mothers reported that they would prefer that they would prefer one son, while grandmothers reported
two sons. Second, as for the gender of the child, young mothers did not show a gender preference, while
grandmothers stated that at least one child should be a son, especially if it is the only child. Third,
grandmothers had higher expectation of old age security in their male child than young mothers but two
groups did not show any difference for the female child. Fourth, as for positive values of children, young
mothers were more likely to emphasize personal aspects (i.e., psychological pleasure and happiness) and family
cohesiveness, while grandmothers were more likely to emphasize social aspects (i.e., continuing the family line
and old age security. As for negative values of children, young mothers were more likely to emphasize personal
aspects (i.e., parental role and responsibility), while grandmothers were more likely to emphasize social aspects
(ie., family conflict and relationship). Fifth, as for factors that influenced the number of children that they
decided to have, young mothers were more likely to report negative values of children (ie., financial

constraints), while grandmothers were more likely to emphasize positive values of children (i.e., continuing the

family line).

Key words : Values of children, generational differences, number of children, gender preference, old age security, fertility rate
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