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Attitudes of Korean People Toward Income Polarization and

Their Evaluation of Government Policies

Kim, DongSu Kim, Okhwan Jung, Taeyun Choi, Young-jin

Department of Psychology, Chung-Ang University

With questionnaires conducted for 613 adult Koreans in Seoul, the present study examined how their
social features (income level, political party identification, political values, values of capitalism and
egalitarianism) exercise influence on attitudes toward income polarization and their evaluation of
government policies. Two groups of participants (high vs. low) for each social feature were formed first.
Then their attitudes toward income polarization (liberal vs. conservative) and evaluations of policies (liberal
vs. conservative) exercised by government (Participatory vs. Practical) were compared. Results indicated
that liberal value was strengthened by liberal value, anti-capitalistic, and conservative value was
strengthened by egalitarian values, and party identification. It was also found that party identification
partial effect on the judgment of policies exercised by Participatory Government. These findings were
discussed in terms of their implications for Korean society and measures for communication constructive

for settlement of income polarization were suggested.

Key words : income polarization, rvich-poor gap, political inclination, capitalism, egalitarianism, political party, and

policy evaluation, income polarization policy.
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