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The Cultural Adaptation of Korean-Chinese
Working Women to South Korea
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The purpose of this study was to examine cultural differences and related difficulties which Korean-
Chinese women in Korean society experience at wotk and the different styles of their cultural adaptation.
For this, semi-structured interviews consisting of questions related to these issues were conducted on 17
Korean-Chinese women living in the metropolitan area (average age: 34, SD = 9.25, average stay in
Korea = 4 years, SD = 2.24). After analysis of qualitative data based on Giorgi’s(1985) method of
phenomenological analysis, a total of 225 significant statements were found and those were grouped into
23 subcategories, which were then grouped again into 9 categories. Cultural differences and related
difficulties appeared in identity, verbal communication, political and economic aspects, and relational and
sexual affairs. It was also revealed that Korean-Chinese women adapted in the three ways of Active,

Passive, and Avoident. Lastly, various social actions that can aid the adaptation of Korean-Chinese women

to Korea based on these results were discussed.

Key words : Korean-Chinese working women, Korean society, cultural differences, adaptive difficulties, and coping

styles
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