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Cultural Self-Orientation and Rejection of Requests

Soeun Yim Hyekyung Park

Department of Psychology, Sungshin Women's University

The present study examined whether individuals would respond differently, as a function of cultural
self-orientations, when their requests were rejected. Also examined was whether individuals with different
cultural self-orientations would predict differently how their interaction partner would respond when they
rejected his or her request. Furthermore, it was investigated whether experimentally induced perspective-
taking would influence responses to rejection and predictions of responses to rejection. It was found that
responses to rejection as well as predictions of responses to rejection varied as a function of individual ’s
independent self-orientation and perspective-taking. However, no significant effects were found with regard
to interdependent self-orientation. Based on these results, the implications that cultural self-orientations

have for request rejection and social behavior in general are discussed, and future directions are suggested.

Key words : request rejection, independent  self-construal, interdependent self-construal,  perspective-taking,

interpersonal perception
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