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Single Person Household and Urban Policy in Seoul

Miree BYUN

The Seoul Institute

The rise of single living has been one of the most important demographic shifts of recent decades. The
solo household is a little less than 40% in Europe areas and that of Tokyo is over 45%. Being impacted this
figure, the formation of single economy is the key word in World Economic Forum(WEF) 2008. Seoul' single
household is increasing rapidly. Between 2000 and 2005, the growth of single person is around 34%, the
population of single person reached 700,000 people. Now 20% of total household in Seoul is Single household.
Living alone or solo living is not exceptional or special in Seoul Metropolitan City. The rise in single living
will create pressures towards poverty and inequality and so on. Seoul should develop and prepare the urban
policy for single household. We figured out the four key trends which composed of single household in Seoul.
Four types of single person are like below : Gold Mr and Miss, Reserved labor forces, depressed single and
silver generation. Gold group is amonst people aged 30 and 40 who is working in the area of white collar
and professional. They are usually elctzive single person household who have chosen solo living. Reserved labor
forces group is usually among 20s people who have not get the regular hob. For this group, job acquiring is
the most important issue. Depressed single person household group is among people aged late 30s and 40s. Its
group is the result from the broken family. The silver group is among aged over 65 that is the main issue of
the aged society. In this research, we stressed that people living alone can be split into two types - elective
single person households who have chosen single living, and forced single person household who have been
constrained to this lifestyle by circumstances. Except gold group, the rest of the group is the forced single
household who are faced to poverty. The monthly income of single person household is almost under 2 million
won. Single person household is usually working in the blue collar job and service area. So, except gold group

that is the smallest part of single person household, almost single person is not the target of private market,

but the object of public policy.

Key words : Single Person Household, Isolation, Poverty, Reserved labor forces group, Depressed single person household group,
Silver group
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