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Explicit and Implicit Attitudes Toward Homosexuals

Lee Hyun Yoon Min Hee Yoo Jae Hee Ryu Sun W. Park

Korea University

Despite recent social movements to protect homosexuals’ rights in Korea, psychological research
investigating attitudes toward homosexuals has been largely ignored. The present study examined Koreans’
explicit and implicit attitudes toward homosexuals and how openness is related to them. College students
(N = 56) responded to questionnaires assessing explicit attitudes toward homosexuals and openness, one
of the five factors of personality. They then took an Implicit Association Test designed to assess implicit
attitudes toward homosexuals. We found that participants in general had more negative explicit attitudes
toward gay men than lesbians. Implicit prejudice against gay men was also higher than lesbians. There
was no participant sex difference in implicit attitudes toward gay men. However, male participants had
more negative implicit attitudes toward lesbians than female participants did; in fact, females’ implicit
attitudes toward lesbians were not biased. While openness was negatively related only to explicit
prejudice, values, one of the facets of openness, was negatively related to both explicit and implicit
prejudice. This was the first study in Korea that investigated both explicit and implicit attitudes toward

gay men and lesbians.

Key words : homosexuality, prejudice, explicit attitude, implicit attitude, openness
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