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Longitudinal Mediated Effects of Informal Labeling on the Relationship
between Adolescent Abuse and Academic Achievement:
Application of Labeling Theory with Autoregressive Cross-Lagged Modeling

Taekho Lee Yoonsun Han

Department of Child Psychology & Education, Sungkyunkwan University

This study examined longitudinal mediated effects of informal labeling on the relationship between
adolescent abuse and academic achievement using autoregressive cross-lagged modeling. Data were
obtained from the second, third, and fourth waves of the middle school student cohort (N=3,168) of the
Korean Youth Panel Survey. The major longitudinal findings of this study are as follows: First, adolescent
abuse was found to have a positive association with future informal labeling. Second, informal labeling
was found to have a negative association with future academic achievement. Finally, the longitudinal
relationship between adolescent abuse and academic achievement was partially mediated by informal
labeling. Based on these results, this study suggests directions for adolescent abuse prevention. The need
for education and prevention of informal labeling was discussed, as well as the direction of intervention
programs for adolescents with experience of informal labeling. Furthermore, this study may provide
empirical evidence for labeling theory and contribute to increasing awareness on the longitudinal influence

of adolescent abuse and informal labeling.

Key words : Adolescent  Abuse, Informal Labeling, Academic Achievement, Labeling Theory, Autoregressive
Cross-Lagged Modeling
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