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The Study on the Meaning of the Family Experienced by
Undergraduates Taking over Traditional Art as Family Occupation:
Giorgi’s Phenomenological Approach

Su Eun Kang Dong Hun Lee

Sungkyunkwan University

The purpose of this study is to understand the experiences in family and the meaning and nature of the
family which undergraduate students have when taking over traditional art as family occupation. Five
students were selected who majored in traditional art in order to succeed to their family occupation and
in-depth interviews with them were conducted according to semi-structured interview guidelines. Collected
data were analyzed through Giorgi’s phenomenological study procedures and resulted in 65 main
meanings, 16 emerging themes and 7 essential themes. These essential themes consisted of ‘innate talents
in their blood’, ‘internalization of artistic family traditions’, ‘impetus given by the family’, ‘the driving
force as a professional artist’, ‘a life like being imprisoned’, ‘the wall impossible to go over’ and ‘family
occupations turning into mine .” Based on the results of this study, discussion and implications of the

study were presented.

Key words : traditional art, family occupation, family, Giorgi’s phenomenological study
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