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Social values and decision making on bioethical issues

Hong Im Shin

Yeungnam University

This article aimed to test whether specific social values (i.e., achievement vs. benevolence) could cause
changes in decision making on bio-ethical issues. Study 1 investigated value preferences among young
Korean college students according to Schwartz's (1992) model of social values. According to the results,
the preference for achievement value was correlated negatively with the preference for benevolence value.
In Study 2, following a sentence completion task which was conducted to trigger specific values, the
participants had to indicate their ethical decisions regarding animal experiment, euthanasia, organ
transplantation, biotechnology, sex selection and human cloning, Irrespective of the value priming
(achievement vs. benevolence), there were more utilitarian decisions about animal experiment, euthanasia
and organ transplantation. In contrary, there were more deontological decisions about sex selection and
human coning. Study 3 introduced a word completion task to assess implicit value preferences. The
results showed that the participants with implicit preferences for the benevolence value in the condition of
benevolence value priming were more frequently against animal experiments and organ transplantation

than those with implicit value preferences for the achievement value. Social values are discussed for

understanding one ’s bioethical decision making.

Key words : value, priming, bioethics, implicit attitude, wtilitarian decisions
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