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A Systematic Analysis of the Psychological Research on the
Social Issues in South Korea: Publications of the
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The current study is the first attempt to review the {Korean Journal of Psychology: Culture and Social
Issues] systematically. For the past 22 years from 1994 to 2015, 464 articles have been published in the
Journal. We analyzed the 337 empirical research articles, with respect to their objectives, predictor and
outcome variables, and their methodologies. Most of the studies dealt with variables at individual level,
some dealt with variables of the community and socio-cutural environment level. Many of the studies
included general population, not necessarily social minorities. The results were compared with the
literature on the social issues that Koreans perceive as social issues. Also it is noteworthy that many

studies failed to specify such demographic characteristics as age, gender, and locality of their participants

in the articles. Based on the analysis results, we discussed the roles of psychology and of the Journal in

the contemporary Korean context.
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