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Indigenous psychological analysis of elderly parents care

among adolescents and their parents

Young-Shin Park Young-Ja Park In-Soon Nam

Dept. of Education, Inha University

The main purpose of this research is to investigate the qualitative nature of Korean adolescents and their parent's
perception of elderly parents care. In addition, this research exams the quantitative differences between the two
generations in term of their elderly parents care self-efficacy and attitude towards caring for their elderly parents.
Further, an examination of the parental influence upon their children's elderly parents care self-efficacy and
attitude towards caring for their elderly parents. There were 2,460 participants in this study, with 820
adolescents, and 820 fathers and 820 mothers. The results of the study were as follows: First, in terms the
participants perceptions of “the most difficult aspect of caring for eldetly parents”, the most representative
response for adolescents was financial difficulties, while for parents differences in opinions. When it came to “the best
aspect of caring for elderly parents” the most representative response for adolescents was harmonious family, while
for parents good for children's upbringing. When it came to “actual acts (behavior) of elderly parents care” the most
representative response for adolescents was living together with their elderly parents, while for parents looking after their
elderly parents. When it came to “the best method of caring for their elderly parents” the most representative
response for both adolescents and parents was providing a peace-of-mind for their elderly parents, followed by the
second most frequent response of adolescents /fiving together with their elderly parents, and for parents falking with
their elderly parents. When it came to “how one feels when not caring for their elderly parents” the most
representative response for both groups was @ feeling of indebtedness. Second, for the quantitative analyses of the
differences between the two generations, the parents showed a lower level of elderly parents care self-efficacy and
a higher level of negative attitude towards caring for their elderly parents, when compared to the adolescents.
Third, for the parental influence upon the adolescents' elderly parents care self-efficacy and attitude towards caring

for their elderly parents, the only significant influence found was the mothers' elderly parents care self-efficacy.

Key words : Perception of dderly parents care, elderly parents care self-gfficacy, attitude towards caring for elderly parents,

generational differences, indigenous psychology
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