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Development and Validation of
Indirect Trauma Scale of Social Disaster

Yeun-Joo Hur Min-Kyu Rhee

Department of Psychology Gyeongsang National University

The purpose of this study was to develop scale for the measurement of indirect traumatization occurred
by social disaster and test their validity. To achieve this purpose, this study conduct a research through
the following procedure. First, to develop the inventory, various responses of indirect traumatization
occurred by social disaster were gathered from Korean adults participated in open questionnaire. 41 items
were made. Second, exploratory factor analysis were performed and 21 items were selected in this step.
The Indirect Trauma Scale of Social Disaster(ITSSD) consisted of 4 factors, each with 4-to-8 items,
respectively. Four factors include (D) private coping responses (2) symptom responses (3) distrust responses
of world @ moral emotion cause of social perpetrators. Appropriate levels of reliability were established
for the ITSSD. Third, Indirect Trauma Scale of Social Disaster was validated by confirmatory factor
analysis, and 21 items were fixed. To 300 participants differed from development step, confirmatory factor
analysis was performed. 4 factors structure derived from the exploratory analysis was appropriate. And 4
factors indicated reasonable fit index such as TLI(.913), CFI (924) and RMSEA(.077). In addition, ITSSD
identified a significant positive correlation with Posttrauma Risk Checklist, Korean Depression Scale,
State-Trait Anxiety Inventory-KYZ and negative with Acceptance-action Questionnaire-2. But that was
unrelated to Forgiveness Trait Scale and Life Satisfaction Scale. Also the result showed that Women

experienced high level of indirect trauma of social disaster than men.

Key words : Indirect Trauma Scale of Social Disaster, disaster, indirect trauma, validation
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