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Impact of social relationships on self-related information

processing and emotional experiences

Hong Im Shin Juyoung Kim

Yeungnam University Sogang University

Do social situations have an impact on an individual’s information processing and emotional experiences?
Two studies were conducted to investigate relationships between self-reference effects, emotional experiences
and social information processing. Study 1 examined whether biases favoring self-related stimuli could occur
automatically. Participants had to judge whether sequential geometric shape - label pairs matched or
mismatched. The results showed that self-related stimuli are more rapidly processed than
friends/others-related stimuli. In Study 2, the participants had to recall items which were presented with
different instructions (either chosen by a friend or by the computer). Here we explored whether the
self-reference effect is reduced in a social learning condition. When comparing the social learning condition
(seated in pairs) with the nonsocial learning condition (seated alone), the participants recalled more
self-related words in the nonsocial learning condition than in the social learning condition. Importantly,
the automatic self-reference effect disappeared in the social learning condition. More friends-related words
were recalled in the social condition than self-related words. In addition, while tasting chocolates, the
participants judged them to be more likeable in the social condition than in the nonsocial condition.
These results implicated that social processing can be useful for reducing the automatic self-reference

effects and shared experiences are perceived more intensely than unshared expetiences.

Key words : social processing, self, self-reference effect, shared experiences

- 46 -



[
=

gofl 0|

M2

~
(=)

[& BHAIZE 7Hele] Rz

o / Ab3l

=
e

.71
=

o
=

oo
ol

AT 10l ARZE tholet H|THo

1.

"
I+

ol
Bl

3
e

o

-

N

jzel

‘.m—d

ol

el

el

12)

w3

o2

A

o

1A

JH

A

=
<

9

N
Jo

10

37t

11

12

"
il

13

14

hn

juyss

5o
A+

15

16

H
23

17

T

4

18

7t

19

)

20

7

21

el
w

22

~

&

23

o

=

24

0
J_AO

25

26

27

28

29

o+
Ho

30

- 47 -



