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What is the masculinity of Korean men?
Concept mapping of masculinity

Woo Sungbum

Gachon University

The purpose of this study was to identify the factors that constitute masculine norms of masculine in
Korean society. The definition of masculinity was to conform to the male-dominated standard formed
socially and culturally. The results of in-depth interviews with 20 male participants were used for a
concept mapping analysis to explore the configural representations of Korean masculine norms. After
extracting the key sentences related to masculine norms, the participants sorted the 55 key sentences
based on similarities and assessed the importance, which was then analyzed with multidimensional scaling
method and cluster analysis. The result showed two dimensions, one representing social-personal domain
and the other implying dominance-support domain as well as six clusters of caregiver, leadership, emotion
suppression, job ability and organizational social adaptation, Expects the masculine abilities, power and

control. Finally, the implications of this study, limitations, and the suggestions for future research were

discussed.

Key words : Masculine norm, Conformity to masculine norm, Concept mapping, Masculinity, Masculine ideology
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