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Indigenous psychological analysis of trust

in Korean culture

Young-Shin Park Uichol Kim
Inha University Chung-Ang University
Dept. of Education Dept. of Psychology

The purpose of this paper is to examine the concept of trust in Korean culture using the
indigenous psychological analysis. First, this paper raises central questions that arise in Korean
families, schools, companies and society: 1) Why are some Korean families disintegrating? 2)
What core values do Korean schools teach? 3) What are the goals that Korean companies
pursue? 4) Does trust exist in Korean society? Second, this paper reviews a series of empirical
studies conducted using the indigenous psychology approach. The results indicate the following
three major themes: 1) trust is based on relational culture and ingroup identity; 2) emotional
attachment and bond provide the basis of trust; 3) the emphasis on cultivation of virtue
through constant self-cultivation rather than ability and the control of the environment. Third,
this paper raises central issues that need to be addressed: 1) the extension and expansion of
trust beyond the narrow confines of the family and ingroup to include outgroup members; 2)
recognition and balance of public rationality and private emotions and relations in society; 3) the

achievement of balance between self-regulation and the control of the environment.

key words : Trust, indigenous psychology, relational culture, morality, emotional relatedness, self-regulation
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