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Tasks and Suggestions for Psychological Researchers

on the Trust and Mistrust of Korean Society

Seongyeul Han

Department of Psychology, Korea University

The purpose of this paper is to review eight researchers on the trust and mistrust of Korean
society, and to suggest the tasks of psychological researches in terms of cultural psychological
perspective. In traditional Korean culture, feeling of trust is emerged from the family relationship
formed by the blood ties based on father-son relation. In this respect, the meaning of trust
might be different from that of western culture, which is emerged from the market relationship
formed by the contract based on husband-wife relation. Now, the Korean family seems to be
disorganized rapidly, so in this sense, it is suggested that recent Korean society might be the
trust-absent society rather than the mistrust society. Also, it is suggested that further
psychological researches must be performed in the serious consideration of the indigeneous

characteristics of Korean culture.

key words : Trust, Mistrust, Kovean culture, Indigenous psychology
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