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A Preliminary Study for Developing Social Support Scale for Soldier Use

Yong-Sung Choi and Kwang Sun Choi

Department of Psychology Kyungpook National University

There has been few research attempting to measure social support quantitatively in an army. Developing
a reliable scale measuring social support will be very useful for future research as well as prevent
accidents in an army. In the present study, after verbal protocol analysis, a questionnaire(24 items) for
measuring social support’s contents and social network was developed based on preceding studies.
Responses from 285 soldiers were factor-analyzed using principal-axis(PAF) extraction procedure,
followed by oblique rotation. Three factors with eigenvalues of great than 1 were finally extracted.
Analysis of the item content of the factors indicated dimensions information support, emotional support,
and instrumental support respectively.

On the basis of factor loadings and item-total correlations, six items on each of the intended dimensions
were retained(total 18 items). Cronbach alpha coefficients of each subscale ranged from .82 to .88,
which showed satisfactory internal consistency. On the other hand, after verbal protocol analysis, social
network of soldiers was twelve persons. The present study could work as a stepping stone for guiding
the direction of further research.

- 14 -



(F8 1) BARE AN XI¥ &3 JFEX

L Gao] Fo UL 8 WHEM £g0] BAE sl ¥ W, 32 Fyold AUE LRGP
«ofe} Al 715 b

Mol ol A FHAM ol 2 BRo]l Lol W dvkt =8E T3 Uvn HHseA #
W O F41 L.

Ay dA2 24 dHEz oje
3% a¥x otk agdg. gk

@tk etk
1. o4 BAY BEA7} A B ZAHM B}, coereneeeeresnnnnnene 1 2 3 4 5
2. 7H3 A A& W o= st 94 1 2 3 4 5
3. A9 ¥ 3= 2AE 334 2. 12 3 4 5
4. U ABA ARE =2 o Ha#l T e 1 2 3 4 5
5. 3727 47 e o =8€ % 1 2 3 4 5
6. BE33¢ HIE e A3E &4 1 2 3 4 5
7. 38349 2Fol Y& 9 A= £ 1 2 3 4 5
8. 2AA o]2)80] UL W ELE BT  crrerrrrrrrennrrennens 1 2 3 4 5
9. Yo 43L& ol&isio Fuh 1 2 3 4 5
10. 3, 9]&, olulo] BEHE o} A Stk oo 1 2 3 4 5
11. 233 Yo] AAS W o= A7t Euh e 1 2 3 4 5
12. 22 AL Jl2x Fo. 1 2 3 4 5
13. vjE 9¢ woer. 1 2 3 4 5
14. AFAI1ZH) o3 4oz dd. 1 2 3 4 5
15. 3tgA et 250l & 9 £ £ 1 2 3 4 5
16. 2%l A& dol¥d ¥ Ut 1 2 3 4 5
17. o] ol 4 BAE 2T ZHAH Bh oo 1 2 3 4 5
18. QA REL 17 uf A T cooomnenenrneeeeenee 1 2 3 4 5

- 15 -





