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The Influence of Meaningfulness on the Judgment
of the Beauty of Hangul Characters

ChangHo Park

Department of Psychology, Chonbuk National University

To investigate which factor had an effect on the judgment of Hangul character's beauty, 84 Hangul

characters were selected according to their usage frequencies, and its visual simplicity, ease of

pronunciation, and meaningfulness were surveyed of each 100 college students, respectively, in the survey
1. Multiple regression analysis revealed that meaningfulness was the most important factor. Even though
each other factor had its own contribution, its effect size was very small when compared simultaneously
with the meaningfulness factor. In the survey 2, students were induced to give more attention to visual
aspects of Hangul characters. Some rated visual dynamics of Hangul characters, and others had to choose
between two kinds of Hangul fonts before they rated Hangul's visual beauty. The analysis, however, found
that meaningfulness was still the most important. This result indicates that Koreans do not give much

attention to the visual aspects of Hangul and they are apt to be greatly influenced by semantic factors on

Hangul-related judgments.

Key words : beanry, Hangul, meaningfulness, visual simplicity, visual dynamics
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25843 3.70 1.243 5.28 1.408 3.61 1.537 3.92 1.621 4.54 1.473 4.45+ 1.306
25061 4.65 1.149 5.99 1.150 5.21 1.659 4.22 1.397 3.64 1.404 4.61 1.406
23449 3.75 1.258 5.32 1517 4.18 1.466 4.04 1.340 3.74 1.390 4.06+ 1.427
22364 3.74 1.338 5.69 1.308 5.76 1.564 4.46 1.431 3.70# 1.673 4.83 1.436
21930 4.18 1.218 3.71 1.665 2.18 1.282 4.47 1.586 3.67 1525 4.27 1.370
21024 3.84 1.285 5.19 1.461 4.12 1.641 4.61 1.428 3.75 1.635 4.54 1.352
20604 4.21 1.365 3.92 1.802 2.41 1.627 3.95 1.466 3.64 1.396 4.23+ 1.317
19879 3.98 1.392 5.14 1.639 4.86 1.627 4.23 1.646 4.01 1.673 4.58 1.525
19867 4.56 1.225 5.15 1.507 3.85 1.660 3.72 1518 3.49# 1.467 479+ 1.343
19732 4.38 1.135 5.57 1.305 5.63 1.502 3.98 1.421 4.06# 1.340 4.24+ 1.371
18033 5.73 1.081 5.61 1.442 4.84 1575 3.94 1.626 3.47# 1.704 4.42 1.485
17710 3.55 1.209 3.62 1.722 2.84 1.613 3.19 1.419 4.34 1513 3.86+ 1.504
17283 4.31 1.134 6.20 1.054 5.88 1.585 5.38% 1.301 4.02# 1.449 5.29+ 1.431

@ MLl Ty DY odo HT off M1 xR 3 off I od Wi ¥ ro o

MR df U MO Mmoo o o B dE mf me 82 %2 T on)y of M@ o @

- 632 -



BAS / B2 SAte| O HLHHolAM 2o|Stge| HEf
2. ZAlof ALZE &2 2XED 2t g™¥R|e 4@ (M)t EEHR} (sd) (A1)
PP Tg-gol ol Fug El PEEER) A2t Bl
M sd M sd M sd M sd M sd M sd
% 16624 2.95 1.095 5.01 1.709 4.89 1.550 3.34 1.335 4.38 1.529 4.12 1.559
= 16361 4.76 1.215 6.13 1.079 5.25 1.672 3.56 1.305 3.67 1429 413+ 1433
5 14423 5.17 1.064 5.94 1.188 4.57 1.584 4.65 1.635  3.56# 1313 494+ 1413
& 13903 4.79 1.085 5.15 1.417 2.76 1.559 3.73 1.469 3.54 1431 4.07 1.372
3 13312 3.69 1.237 5.12 1.395 3.49 1.480 3.52 1.466 3.99 1.487 4.00 1.570
z 12730 4.25 1.192 5.73 1.262 4.85 1.775 4.87 1.593 4.04 1.483 4.89 1.399
L1 12556 3.56 1.140 4.81 1.562 5.08 1619 295° 1175  4.12# 1513 411+ 1497
m 12202 2.88 1.266 4.96 1.569 3.71 1.805 3.21 1.358 4.28 1.570 3.82 1.445
g 12132 4.41 1.240 5.75 1.242 5.47 1.446 3.66 1.437 3.72 1.615  3.84+  1.487
= 11938 3.89 1.171 4.93 1.628 2.25 1359 2727 1.074 4.19 1502 344+  1.486
S| 11796 4.64 0.959 5.79 1.175 3.32 1.523 3.43 1.335 3.58 1.273 4.02+ 1.341
E 11082 3.28 1.173 4.66 1.628 5.83 1.557 3.63 1.542 4.05 1.656 421+  1.674
Ei 9853 4.35 1.158 3.77 1.675 3.57 1.659 4.10 1.374 4.27 1.292 4.24 1.505
e 8629 4.15 1.132 5.84 1.308 4.75 1373 4.61 1.524 4.33 1457 4.85 1.438
= 8414 3.43 1.130 4.42 1.552 4.27 1.699 4.16 1.419 4.00 1497 429+  1.380
=4 7912 3.25 1.140 4.20 1.694 3.36 1514 3.25 1.329 3.90 1.636 391 1.546
= 6578 4.73 1.136 4.94 1.476 4.35 1.833 3.43 1.465 3.65 1452 3.97 1.403
z 5552 2.72 1.296 4.48 1.648 5.88 1.565 5.13% 1.447 4.47 1.710 4.96 1.543
gl 5237 3.50 1.176 3.73 1.626 3.80 1.723 4.03 1.410 4.15 1473 456+  1.493
Z 4897 4.39 1.136 4.89 1.483 3.82 1.623 4.08 1.593 4.09 1.498 4.40 1.421
2 4356 3.99 1.105 4.07 1.653 3.49 1.661 3.27 1.205 4.23 1.543 3.51 1.487
= 4351 3.42 1.265 3.42 1.832 2.10 1.133 3.35 1.445 4.19 1.398 3.92+ 1.649
il 4116 2.82 1.274 5.02 1.414 2.75 1.720 3.46 1.487 4.66 1622 395+  1.731
3 3881 2.74 1.211 3.64 1.655 3.85 1.591 4.28 1.551 4.45 1.585 4.58 1.653
2 3773 3.95 1.209 4.67 1.646 4.44 1.653 3.16 1.391 3.93# 1.409 3.97+ 1.484
o 3522 3.58 1.257 4.78 1.541 5.04 1.530 4.71 1.387 4.19 1461 4.73 1.613
& 3510 3.02 1.231 4.79 1.690 5.79 1351 4.10 1.403 4.18 1.623 4.42 1.519
E 3333 2.95 1.366 3.03 1.749 3.40 1.706 3.88 1.805 4.43 1782 449+  1.630
= 2834 253 1.201 3.73 1.786 3.44 1.591 3.12 1.533 4.36 1.638 3.68 1.469
= 2521 232 1.213 3.25 1.789 3.26 1.679 3.16 1.454 4.81 1.587 4.11 1.543
& 2430 3.60 1.128 5.00 1.627 3.15 1.520 3.64 1.487 4.23 1575 4.03 1.560
= 2110 4.78 1.227 5.07 1.458 3.76 1.464 3.59 1.272 3.56 1.526 4.01 1.337
z 1935 2.07 1.085 3.89 1.820 3.09 1.621 2917 1.422 4.74 1.756 4.23 1.530
& 1792 2.43 1.183 3.89 1.820 5.71 1520  5.02% 1.484 4.39 1.754 5.15 1.410
= 1681 3.83 1.120 4.82 1.438 3.71 1.641 3.30 1.210 3.86 1436 3.73 1.449
S 1662 2.88 1.066 4.25 1.672 3.22 1.721 3.37 1.116 4.58 1577  3.67+  1.640
iy 1558 2.03 1.132 3.31 1.802 3.95 1.749 3.10 1.432 4.70 1.697 401+  1.839
% 1531 3.52 1.123 5.14 1.407 5.79 1578  5.62% 1.285 4.03 1714 541+ 1.272
23 1330 3.71 1.183 5.60 1.435 5.66 1.565 3.66 1.380 4.23 1340 417+  1.407
= 1186 2.98 1.172 3.75 1.678 3.27 1523 2897 1310 4.16 1.606 3.76 1.443
Bt 4.12 1.158 5.10 1.413 4.29 1.610 3.88 1.416 3.91 1.500 4.30 1.454
T D) AN EE HEtet A E1997) AHRC|th AT I dgEol e AAgellA ket Blolth e WQlef #siA
£ BES Fxse

2) B B ¢ e A9t 7P 25 AE, Y B HEU P wE s s vk

3) AL T BEge # Fe AL 204 AMEE] nHAE Aud 2AE JHEAH

4) A1ZF Bl Fagke] e nE Al A7 Bl Hdgte] ERA R o w2 ASE ek
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