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HZ .004 110% -032 171 091 -.004 .007 073
e -.037 036 128 177 015 -.027 .005 030
153% -.150%%
o] ~g o] -.037 029 .089 -.052 -.106 038
(***) (***)
Qs 015 045 .150% 032 -.009 081 -.005 -.077
A =71 .003 042 -052 -.063 136 045 -.041 043
.040 -.166%*
=} 039 065 111 079 171% .039
(*) (*)
054 -.134
e 021 031 134 034 066 -.012
(*) (*)
203 % -.049 151 -.018
HF 073 .008 144 .058
(*) (*) (*) (*)
236 .025 -.065 119+
ool = -.072 -.010 -.083 -.007
(*%*) (%) (*) (*)
A 062 A11% .020 -053 081 .006 -.063 -.011
SAARG A= 112 104 -071 -063 .087 -.008 -.084 029
. AR AE R Alele] AT foxEs Ak 99 2 FAET
Fisher-Z 1% A3} f12]v|3t 2po]| & KOl ABAIFELS YA Z 23 Fo =t dhde) Qhof] *2 FASIA Tk

*p <05, % p < 01, *EE p < 001
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L, 213
AE+E A&7 Akl AE7} Yl
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a7 & 0627 .002 061 061 #
o % 053%* 024 028 075%#%
A Fets) -019 023% -.010 014
Q&I -003 013 001 003
23 010 0297 015 013
sk, AFA 028 .008 .000 019%
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ool = 049 .003 .002 -.006
=7 -.005 014 -012 001
SAAHE 2] 024 .003 -.007 068

*p < 05, % p < 01, ¥ p < 001
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Differences between Experts and Lay People in Worldviews
and Risk Perception: Examining a Culture Theory

Nakeung, Lee Hea-Sook, Lim Young-Ai, Lee

Department of Psychology, Ewha Woman's University

The present study examined a culture theory regarding the relations between worldviews and risk
perception of lay people (N=350) and experts (N=190) in science and technology. The culture theory
suggests that worldviews are associated with concerns about distinct types of risks and that risk perception
can be explained by worldviews. We explored this hypothesis because lay people and experts show
difference in worldviews and risk perception and because the variance in risk perception are predicted by
wotldviews. Both group showed qualitative and quantitative differences in correlations between worldviews
and risk perception. Most difference emerged from the risks in scientific technology such as nuclear power
as shown by experts. While lay people showed positive correlations between egalitarianism and perception
of risks, experts showed negative correlations. The hypothesis of the culture theory about relations between
wotldviews and risk perception was confirmed only for lay people. The variances in risk perception
explained by worldviews and also by trust were very different for both groups, specially in technology
risks. Worldviews were significant predictors of risk perception for expert, but not for lay people. Contrary
to worldviews, trust explained the risk perception for lay people, but not for experts. The results of

present study were discussed in the context of culture theory and the characteristics of risk perception of

the Korean people.

Key words : Worldviews, risk perception, culture theory, expert, knowledge, trust
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