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Multi-cultural Family Members in Korea:
A Critical Review

Kim, Geunyoung Kwak, Keumjoo Pae, Soyeong

Dept. of Psychology Dept. of Psychology Div. of Speech Pathology and Audiology

Hallym University Seoul National University Hallym University

Many social scientists have shown keen interest in the way multi-cultural family members adjust
themselves to live in Korea. The present study is designed to summarize recent research trends about
multi-cultural families in Korea, to critically review contemporary studies' limitations, and to propose future
topics for the next decade. Based on complete enumeration, it is suggested that more studies about
father's contributions and about adolescent members are needed. Topics such as benefits of multi-cultural
experiences, psychopathologies of immigrant members, and development of acculturation styles in Korea are
also suggested for possible topics that have not been thoroughly investigated yet. Regardless of research
topic, future studies should include Korean control groups in their research design, to warrant appropriate

comparisons between immigrant families and native Korean families.

Key words : Immigrant family in Kovea, Multi-cultural family members, international marriage, literature review
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