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An Exploratory Study on Perceived Conflict with
Spouse and Adult Children of the Korean Elderly
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This study was purposed to explore Korean elderly's conflict with personal relationships. For this, we
examined elderly's conflicts with spouse and adult children that were elderly's primary personal
relationships. confirmed the areas of conflict, and tested gender differences of it. 115 elderly people(the
average age 68.99) who were over G0 years old, had a spouse were participated for this study. The main
findings of this study were as follows. First, areas of marital conflict in the elderly consisted of marital
relationships, communal living, intra-individual, relationships of other family except spouse relationship.
Second, in marital conflict, men and women differed from two areas of marital relationship and
intra-individual. Third, areas of conflict with adult children consisted of relationships, chlidren ‘s

independence and self-management, grandchildren. Fourth, in conflict with adult children, in all areas,

women was experienced more conflict.
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