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The Differential Effects of Death Fear
on the Meaning Perceptions in Life
by Death Acceptance Levels

Hee-Sun Nam Young-Ho Lee

Department of Psychology, the Catholic University of Korea

This study was conducted to investigate the differential effects of death fear on the meaning perceptions
in life by death acceptance levels. A total of 442 undergraduate university students were screened with
Death Attitude Profile Revised DAP-R). According to their DAP-R scores, students who scored within the
15% were selected for death acceptance high group(n=50) and students within the lower 15% were
selected for death acceptance low group(n=48). For investigating the differential effects of death fear on
the meaning perceptions in life by death acceptance levels, subjects performed an essay task under death
fear condition or control condition. In result, death acceptance high group is more perceptible in the
search for meaning and meaning perceptions in life than death acceptance low group. and death
acceptance high group is more perceptible in the presence subscale than death acceptance low group after
death fear. But there is no difference between death acceptance low groups in the presence subscale after

death fear. Finally, the clinical implications and several limitations of the present study were discussed.

Key words : death fear, death acceptance, meaning perception of life, meaning perception of presence
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