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Development and Validation Study of the
Elderly Couple Conflict Scale

Su-gyun Seo” Yun-hee Lee" Jeong-shin An” Young-sook Chongl)

"Department of Psychology, Pusan National University

“Department of Child development & Family, Pusan National University

This study is to develop and validate the Elderly Couple Conflict Scale(ECCS) to measure the elderly's
conflicts with spouse as elderly's primary personal relationships. For this purpose, 48 initial items of ECCS
was administrated to 443 elderly people who were over 60 years old with other scales involved in Couple
Relationship Satisfaction Scale, Elderly Couple Relationship Characteristics, Philadelphia Geriatric Center
Morale Scale(PGCMS), and Korean Happiness Index. The results of exploratory analysis were that ECCS
was composed of 32 items, 6 factors(regard/concern lack, forceful attitude, intemperance/disloyalty behaviors
to family, neglect/alienation, housework discontent, other family issues). The internal reliabilities of each
factors were .68 ~.93. ECCS showed negative correlations with Couple Relationship Satisfaction Scale,
Elderly Couple Relationship Characteristics, PGCMS, and Korean Happiness Index to suggest satisfactory
discriminant validity. Then, to finding the strong factors among sub-factors of ECCS to predict couple
relationship satisfaction, PGCMS and Korean Happiness Index, we implemented stepwise regression analysis.
In male elderly, The strongest predictors of couple relationship satisfaction were regard/concern lack, in
female elderly, regard/concern lack and housework discontent. The strongest predictors of PGCMS and
Korean Happiness Index were neglect/alienation, other family issues in male eldetly, regard/concern lack,

forceful attitude, family issues in female elderly.

Key words : elderly, couple relationship, elderly couple conflicts scale, exploratory analysis, stepwise regression analysis
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