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A Qualitative Study on Traumatic Experiences of
Adolescents Losing Friends from the Sewol Ferry Disaster

Based on Counselors’ Reports

Dong Hun Lee Ji Young Shin You Jin Kim

Sungkyunkwan University

The purpose of this study was qualitatively to explore traumatic expetience of adolescents losing their
friends from the Sewol ferry disaster, based on counselors’ reports participated in crisis counseling and
intervention at middle and high schools near Dan-won high school for about 5 - 12 months after the
disaster. Interview data were collected by one-time focus group interview and a couple of individual
in-depth interviews. The interviews were analyzed by content analysis procedures of Krippendorff(2003).
The results were classified by 4 dimensions ( ‘physical’, ‘psychological’, ‘cognitive and academic’, and
‘behavioral and relational’ aspects), 13 categories, and 29 meaning contents. Based on the results of this

study, significance and implications were presented.

Key words : Sewol ferry disaster, traumatic experiences, adolescents, loss of friends, qualitative content analysis,

counselor's report
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