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SENSITIVITY: A NEW ITEM INDEX FOR THURSTONE-TYPE
ATTITUDE SCALES

JAE-HO CHA AND EUN OK LEE

Korean Institute for Research in the Behavioral Sciences

The present study lested soven  assumptions
concerning the natarc of various indices derived
from an endorsement set {a set of scale values
of all statements endorsed by a subset of subjects
endorsing a particular common statement) inclu-
ding a new item ndex called sensitivity index.
A kind of item rcliability, this index is defined
by the between-subject variance ol the on-
dorsement set of an item (altitude  statement).
Two studies were carricd oul. which supported
assumptions tested.

all but one of the seven

The results showed that  the sensitivity  index
is independent of the other indices derived from

the same itern encorsement sel and that its use

in the selection of attitude statements in Thur-
stone-type attitude scales results in more reliable
attitude scales than does the use of Thurstone’s
test of irrelevance. 1t was maintained that
Thurstone’s test of irrelevance is a confounded
index and that the sensitivity index is superior
to the ftest of irrelevance because it is a purer
item index and renders itself to a more precise
and objective mcasurement than the test of
irrelevance.

Contrary to expectations, item

sensilivilty was unrelated to rated item social
desirability, but the latter was found related
unexpectedly to item scale position in an inver-

ted U function.





