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Yearly Trends in the Leadership Preference Among Korean College Entrants
as Seen Through Their Preferred Child Rearing Modes.

Myong-Hoon Kim Young-Yocon Chung
Moung Ji University Psychology Section, Korean Military Academy

In order to find out what the younger generation’s ideal leadership type is and whether the young

people have a democratic attitude, incoming freshmen of a college from 1972 through 1979 (except the
year 1978 for which data are lost) were asked to indicate one preferred type from anong seven different
leadership type itself, the question asked the subjects to choose one leadership type under which they
would rather rear their children as parents. The number of subjects varied from year to year from
235 to 381. The principal findings were (1) the majority of the students considered a mixture of democra-
tic and autocratic types as most ideal; (2) the next most preferred types, in the decreasing order, were
the democratic type, the mixture of democratic and laissez-faire, and the mixture of democratic, au-
tocratic, and laissez-faire. The least preferred types were the laissezfaire type, the autocratic type, and
the mixture of these two; and lastly (3) in 1979, as compared to previous years, the student prefertnce
for the mixture of democratic and autocratic declined while their preference for the democratic type
clearly increased. The preference for the democratic type had been steadily decreasing since 1972 until

1977 before it showed an upturn in 1979,
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