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The Differential Effects of Group Pressure on Favorableness
Impression and Likableness Impression
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Department of Psychology

Chonnam National University

This study was designed to test the hypothesis that favorableness impression measured by a
good-bad scale would be judged according to social norms, whereas likableness impression measured
by a like-dislike scale would be judged according to personal norms. In this study, the group pre-
ssure in Asch’s(1951) conformity situation was manipulated as a social norm. In order to test this
hypothesis, fifteen {-word sets were constructed and their favorability and likability scale values
were measured by 10 subjects. On the basis of these scale values, the group pressures were carried
by three confederates on the scale values plus or minus 1 SD points on the judgment scale to 8
out of 15 word sets. Three confederates were instructed to report the remaining word set’s scale
values as their impression. The experiment was conducted in a 4-man (3 confederates and 1
subject) group sitvation. To each word set, 3 confederates reported. in turn, their instructed
impression value and then the subject reported his favorableness or likableness impression after
he received three confederates’ group pressure. Subjects were 40 college male students and divided
into two groups of 20 men (the favorableness judgement group and the likableness judgement
group). The results were as follows; 1) the impression response of the favorableness judgement
group was more influenced by group pressure than that of the likableness judgement group, 2
the favorableness judgement group showed greater conformity than the likableness group, 3) the
response variability of the favorableness group was smaller than that of likableness group,
and 47 the favorableness group trusted in group pressures more than the likableness group did.
Previous research cn conformity reported that group pressures in conformity situations have
normative influence on group members and thai the group members identify this pressure as
their judgemental criteria. The results of this experiment were interpreted as approving the

hypothesis of the present study.
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