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The Comparison of Male and Female College
Students' Value System and Recognition
of Importance in Product Attributes

Yoon Yang Eun-Ji Lee
Dept. of Psychology, Ewha Womans University =~ Consumer Research Part, LG Electronics Inc.

This study is intended to examine the conceptual, structural aspects of values and to investigate the
effects of values on consumer behavior. More precisely, this study has three objectives. The first is
to find out the relationships between general values and specific values. The second is to investigate
whether the general values and specific values are different by sex. The third is to examine how
values and usage situations influence on consumer behavior. LOV items such as Self-respect, Sense of
belonging, and Security seem to explain the most part of consumer values. So general values and
consumer values seem to be interrelated. Male students consider the values like Excitement more
important and female students consider the values like Self-respect, Sense of belonging, and Security
more important. The last part of this study involves the effect of value and usage situation on
consumer's recognition of importance in product attributes. The result shows that usage situation
influences on the recognition in the case of females, rather than values. The female students
emphasized blue jeans' psychological attributes such as color and design for displaying situation.

However, they emphasized physical attributes such as easy to laundry for day-life situation.

keywords : general value, consumption value, gender difference, usage situation, recognition of product attribute
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