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Tone for Culture element

Lee Young-hee

Division of Design, College of Art and Design, Ewha Womans University

This study offers a critical review of the contemporary signboards, which show many problems.
Signboards today are often very dizzy and noisy with a strong tone. In examining the signboards,
the research has focused on the tone which is created essentially by the relations of figurative
elements in the signboards. This study measures the tone of signboards in comparison with the
cultural heritage of the past and examines a diverse use of the tone in the aspects of language,
literature and music. The results of the research are as follows: First, conventional tones are
separate and different from the tone used in Chromatics. Second, the tone is used as a meaning
of ‘contrast’ in various ways in language, music, emotion, music, etc. Third, Korea is using a
strong tone as necessary contrast technique rather than as preference. The tone reflected in
signboards looks rather ambiguous but is a substantial entity. Overall, this research finds it
meaningful to disclose some phenomenological problems by examining the tone and analyzing

cultural styles within it.

keywords : tone, culture, billhoard
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