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Effects of temporal distance, construal level, and

subjective time perception on the preference of advertising message

Jieun Lim

Ewha Womans University

This study investigates how the preference of advertising messages differed in objective temporal distance,
or calender time, and subjective perception of the time. Results show that subjective temporal perception
affected the fit effect of temporal distance and construal level of the message. Specifically, when the
message shows distant temporal distance and the participants actually perceive it as far, they preferred the
message with high construal level; when consider the same temporal distance as close, they no longer
preferred the message. However, message with low construal level is more favorable when it has proximal
temporal distance, whether participants subjectively perceive the temporal distance as distant or not.

Through this study, I tried to integrate both temporal distance and subjective time perception.

Keywords: temporal distance, subjective time perception, construal level, message preference
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