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A Study on the Implementation of a Community-based LIS Capstone
Course: Developing the 21st Century SKkills of Preservice Librarians through
Human Library Projects
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ABSTRACT

This case study reports on the redevelopment of a course, Local Culture Information Theory offered by the
Department of Library and Information Science at C University, into a capstone design course using a project-hbased
learning approach. In collaboration with a local community youth organization, the redesigned course provided
an opportunity for LIS students to develop and implement a digital literacy program that enabled high school
students to use a variety of digital multimedia technologies to complete a project of digital Human Library featuring
video, audio, and digital are such as webtoons. Through semi-structured interviews with 5 students and 3 staff
from partner organizations, this study reports on course development process, the establishment of local
partnerships, project outcome, as well as suggestions for improvements. In addition, a qualitative analysis of
the participating students interview responses using the Framework for 21st Century Learning (P21) found
they developed and improved 11 skills across three core areas: life and career skills including self-direction,
project management, collaboration with diverse teams, flexibility, responsibility, leadership: learning and
innovation skills including communication and collaboration, problem-solving, creativity, and critical thinking:
and information, media, and technology skills through media creation. Lessons learned and recommendations
from this case study may be useful for other LIS programs and faculty interested in implementing project-based
learning or developing capstone design courses.
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