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A Study on Friends of Libraries Groups: Libraries Need Friends
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This study aims to examine and analyze the operations and activities of Friends of Libraries groups in
foreign countries. Friends of Libraries are groups of people who are voluntarily associated in order to
assist libraries in their work. They have been involved with various libraries in many countries for almost
a century. They support libraries by raising funds, working as volunteers, performing P.R. activities,
operating political campaigns and being involved in the community. Nowadays, Friends groups are
considered more important than at any time in their history because they provide such diverse support.
Thus, new groups are being established in many countries. This study suggests that the establishment of
Friends groups could improve library operations and services in Korea.
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14) The Icelandic Library for the Blind in Kopavogur, Iceland.
15) The Wellcome Institute for the History of Medicine.
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