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A Critical Study on the Seoul International Book Fair
as one of the National Reading Improvement Policies
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ABSTRACT

International book fairs are business enterprise to promote and facilitate international trade
of copyright. National reading improvement policies, on the other hand, are supposed to be
made to maximize the role of national and regional libraries, not just to boost publication industry.
However, Korean government authorities of the reading improvement policies and the Organizing
Committee of the Seoul International Book Fair have mapped out and, in effect, carried out
their plans as if reading improvement policies are closely related to hosting international book
fairs. It is important to realize that hosting book fair has pecuniary motives while making policies
for reading improvement must be geared toward the betterment of the general public by reading.
In this respect, this study has attempted to point out the problems of the Seoul International
Book Fair that are regarded as to relate to reading improvement.
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