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ABSTRACT

According to Wayne A. Wiegand in the 1998, he research to The “Amherst Method™: The Origins
of the Dewey Decimal Classification Scheme. Although a debate about the origins of the Dewey
Decimal Classification Scheme has been going on for generations, historical consensus remains
elusive. This paper contributes information to the historiography on the origins of the scheme:
1) by grounding an account of Dewey’s thinking as he was crafting the DDC on an analysis
of a large body of sources than previous classification historians have consulted: and 2) by
expanding and deepening historical understanding of the contextual forces influencing on the
classification structure. Because the DDC idea as it first occurred to M. Dewey in Amherst
in 1872-73 is an important in the history of library development in the world. He outlined the
first draft of his decimal scheme and submitted it to the Amherst College Library Committee
on 8 May 1873. This paper analysis to Three Genetic Paper’, that is 1) The Merits of the System,
2) Library Classification System, 3) Its Special Adaption to our Library.
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Melville Louis Kossuth Dewey (1851-1931)
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Wayne A. Wiegand”} A<3t A Biography
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FORMER; (Wiegand 1996) & Bohdan S. Wynar
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(E 1) Wiegand?} MAlet Dewey2| &7|

PART ONE: Launching a “World Work,” 1851-1888

1. Child of the Burned-Over District, 1851-1876

2. Creating Bureaus and Organizations, 1876-1879

3. "Dui” in Business for Himself, 1879-1883

4, “To Ride a Fast or Frisky Horse”: Columbia College, 1883-1888

5. Others Interests, 1883-1888

PART TWO: The Albany Years, 1839-1906
6. Jockeying for Position: Regents Secretary, 1889-1892
7. Moving thee University “Out of Innocuous Desuetude,” 1892-1898

8. Overplaying Politics, 1898-1899

9. Attending to Library matters, 1889-1904
10. Working with the American Library Association, 1889-1904

11. Others Interests, 1889-1910
12. “Jew Attack,” 1905

13. Disgraced and Banished for His Sins: Dewey's Downfall, 1905-1906

PART THREE: The Lake Placid Years, 1906-1931
14, Building an Efficient WASP's Nest, 1906-1925

15. Trouble in Paradise, 1926-1931
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Part 1 The Man and his Way
The Picture Outlined
The Man-child
Three Years' Development
Ambherst Days
His Loves
His Inspired Co-workers
His Enduring Friendships
Mosaic of Characteristics
Cheerful Eventide
Silence Comes Swiftly

Part 2 The Man and his Achievments
Obviating Library Chaos
The Idea Conquering
Fighting for Progress
More Fighting Years
Lake Placid Club, N. Y.
Library Evangelism
Spelling, Metrics and Abbreviations
Boston Days
New York Days
Albany Days
Home Economics
Lake Placid Club in Florida
Lake Placid Club Education Foundation
Concluding Lines

Part 3 Documents of Historic Value
Origin of Decimal Classification
Origin of first Library School
Pres. Barnard's Appraisal of Melvil Dewey
Henry Barnard blesses Melvil Dewey
Melvil Dewey to Andrew Carnegie
Melvil Dewey to Whitelaw Reid
Melvil Dewey to Thoeodore Roosevelt
Melvil Dewey and Herbert Putanm
Melvil Dewey’s Resignation 1899
Dorothy Canfield Fisher to Melvil Dewey
Association of American Library Schools

Part 4 Bibliografy
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NORMATIVE YEARS
e AMHERST
1876
Library Journal
American Library Association
Dewey's Classification
BOSTON
« NEW YORK
ALBANY
LAKE PLACID YEARS
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1873: 359 7)== (Three Genetic Paper) A&
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1876~1890: ALA9] AM7]13e 9937 1890~1891, 1892~1893 A A 9%}% AU}, 01717+ 59 Readers and
Writers Economy Company & Z2| 3=t o] Tx#e] BQ3 A8 E Al FalFm ACERE Library
Bureau} 4378314 =it

1876: ALA<®] 714 American Library Journal($9ll Library Journal) 37+ FE38}2 B4 2 1881A7H4] 538 &

1876: Library Bureau A

1876: American Metric Bureau® %%,

1876: Spelling Reform Association 3.

1877: Ambherst Collegeols AAleHY] #HE,

1878: 18783 10€ 19%l] Wellesley College®] A1 Annie Roberts Godfrey$} &2l

1882~1886: Wellesley(Mass) College AHEAFA,

1883~1883: New York Al¢] Columbia School of Library Economy 7%

1885: New York Library Club ZJ*Q—Z:*E

1887: Columbiathgtell Al vl=F Uj¢] # %] =AM &8 2l ‘School of Library Economy & ZAslith

1887: F&FYLA At Y,

1888~1899: New York FHEAHE 9% 2 FEFHUIS AR,

1889~1906: 7EFHEA A A %%‘?%E*ﬂ%ﬂﬂ%gi A4,

1890: W& *1”@51 A4, 23 99,

1890: ALA 37 Al A F 18933714 A,

1895: Lake Placid Club 4.

1897: W= EE dRoq g8 A M AAR A2 A,

1902: Syracuse(N.Y) thétzt Alfred(N.Y) thellM LLD 5.

1904: ALA Catalog: 8,000 Volums for a Popular Library, with NotesE A§4F

1906~1931: Carnegie Simplefied Spelling Board®] ©]A}.

1915~1917: National Institute Efficiency 3|73

1918~1919: National Efficiency Society 3%

1922~1931: Lake Placid Club Education Foundation A @zteln 37

1924: 1922\d0) 19] ohli7} 2 YA 19243 59 28 Emily McKay Beal? A&,

1925~1929: Metric Association®] 37414,

1927~1931: Lake Placid Club in Florida A#AtelH 34

1876~1931: Spelling Reform Association AgAto|H 34 =& JY&it)

19313 129 26¥ New York?] Lake Placideld &8 A
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TS v =W 8 ol A AlAS] =AM
ellA L2 AAISt] TA A Z A 9]
71k %‘f%‘%ﬂ 740]‘“%

=

0]1 )61-

H7ks 2 Qlek =AM Ee] 7 E 2K (pioneer of
library economy)’ (Cook 1956, 6), #&%-7FH
o] obHA|(father of library classification)
(Kaula 1965, 541), B T T31-RFHe| of
WA (father of modern library classification)’
(Ranganathan 19592, 6), "=A &8t 52
OFH X (father of library school movement)’
(Utley 1926, 11), "‘AFA12 9] b X (father of

profession)” (Kaula 1965, 541) © o=
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‘A Ao (library patron saint)” (Dawe
1932, 161) 0.2 A&7 o} Av]e] HAE
2 Dewey 2] GA19] = Hstol tigh ‘7] # =}

A BAS =o] Hetal e Aot

3. DDCe] 24

Dewey 7} 8H H =9 (student assistant) ©]
e A0 U8 TAel] e © A
187239 7k 87] & 3shdel ZEgst 541
St AL o] witel “AE A
) (apprentice librarianship)’(Rider 1932, 19)
olglal & itk ] A717} Dewey 7t A4 &
Al FEAE Hx A7 & 5 9

ey o] A71el A TAlddolge
o7 79 HAE AAHCE FAA
DDCe] #eteltt, DDC 163H(1958d) & HF
A9 E Benjamin A. Custere o] Aol dis)
A SR Bzl AuA] 2% d Dewey ol AlA
o]#3k HAHol BFHE -2 Amherst o)}
T2 A6 5 B, T AR Dewey
| sl AtshAl | F71= 1872
FA] o] thel =AWl Rt Jd £
AHo s GstHe 4

olekx skt

> X
flo M -

po

|

£ N
32
N
£
Sl

(Custer 1958).

Custer®] "4 #7FH" (revolutionary

= Zlolth Julia Petteex Dewey 2] EFHS
270 "ddA 79" (relative scheme) ©]
7, o] iAol Aol A 10001 d Fotl o] F

o A P TRHOE HAYTR:

TH Willianson 1943, 6). Dewey #+FH9] 7]
5, 1 AAHA ool mEH F8] A4l £
HAAE RE)

ol= DCe] Al 11(1922) - 12¥(1927) & 7N
A9 Dorcas Feloowsel] &Jal, B2 de] o
FE AT A Custer 1958, Editor’s Intro-
duction). &, 93714 Dewey 9] 7] 2t
=44, 53 I 7] v wiEel =A14
o2 WA BFEAchs ool P78 AA,

e A]aL AR A7F flell 2242 w7 (fixed
location on shelves) 2 A Bl 7P (relative
location) ¢] 92 2& vl HET &= Zo]
Atk 23 ou|o) A Dewey <] Algte] 3%
3, 71 ol AEA Tl RS 7HE 7]
%W (notation) ¢, A ZA ] T2} 1 vt
ol A, od x}o]

84S 2R 7l A w)
PR BAH Q4% BT JE AL S 5
Qsjet

M

o] Dewey o] THHE FOE A, Al
e ZA A9 a7 Aol A A A 7P e
2 At ol vy & 9FE A=
Ao sl H7Fstal Atk Dewey &H7H ©F
ol 1ttt Dewey 2l S <48 1
AL BSaAY 2 dgs e 2 A48
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s 44719 F AT A e ¥7tet
Aokl & 4= ek
1870 at) 9] W= TA S tiF-Ee] TA 7}
A|7Fe] A g ZPE] o AAHOE X5k AL
A wi7PEE AR Ak I8 EE &
Nas O]stwur e o= =M B
= A e E ‘3}’\1 Folopgt gtk Dewey
7h ey 9o Qe 18721 Ambherst
St AL 744 HH7}°ﬂ o g A &=, Al
mo A7k rE=Ye ARSI
A7) el EAEE SR 3 e o
Dewey+ o JHIE Z0]7] SlsiMe W&
o] Z+2 100 9] Z=Ael 100902k 2 5
555 slof gtk AZsislth & A8 E
wEsk= 7P AL W I A7) 91
73l & AR, AEs FAE HEs] 9
ok HiRke 2] Qlel 1= S0 X
Zro} thdthDewey 1920,151). AmbherstollA]
TR TAEE Wk w3t AESEE AlE
3} ALl o Al =9 dHlE A
732 w7y Wl whet GAE v st] o
el AE EUTHDawe 1932).
LaMontague®ll 2J31H Dewey 2] =A% B
& =xAd B3 2H A ARE 3] 95
Aot B EAE tiiEEe] Amberst T
B s iU B2 &

Hgio] 7KL g
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42 B vk
1961, 179) 3L
b ole] A A Aol A0 2
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X
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X

Zcloj|A] oJART ¢ 7k Ae ] -
2 - 30]2k= AZHE 7EAAl S AtH Dewey 1920,
152). 18B7 EFYe] 715E ofghulo} 5=
A2 AREsHE o] |A WEstthe Zle &
T UtH(Dewey 1920, 152).

olggt S AA £ 214l EFzt
o oJaiA] W E 3] HIA S AL (E
E7H) 9] o]&(The Merits of the system)’,
TEAE EFHAISE, S 59k AR (Library
Classification system)’ 21 “$-8] =3l
9] £ 4(Its Special Adaptation to our
Library)"©] ‘;‘/\1 ‘:’\1 oAl e T3

0H7ﬂ 7]—-——/\‘] o

re
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oo ©
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= %X%]’Q_E 08 ¥
Wes At A= E’éﬁ} o] 7)o AAIgH
AL 2 AAS TA ol A e e)EAde] M
(Declaration of Interdependence)S 712

st

Dewey 7} “olehd]o} A& ARESH AR
(arabic decurnal)olljjfh e =2, —"ﬁ:TEr‘?doﬂ sl

=
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oA H William A. Stearns(1805-1876) 7}
St AN w2l gtk = Dewey
7} 19200l 3]37817)E o|2HE H E $9
oA A8 Ul Stearn el 3ot HuE
=T &< 19 HElol ABAE okgol =
AE AHESE Aol Westthal gt ¢
A Fo ]Sfi a ‘qi 7L7<}7] 1«] el kol
3, 743 U

?5:‘} | = /]Z}Oﬂ/ﬁ 0‘011% ‘Eureka!!”2}
9]33%3} A &E AE A 22 5
ANAY HE Ast ok 1920 2€ 159,
lerary Journaloll A1) Apzde] 2 A 474
ol DeweyE ©18A 17 DDCE A=
A& vt 2] 7ledth

=
71 AnE

ko

+ Stearns F7g°] ZAI7H A
&, the ol AEE EFA
A TIE vlRE Folqdch W B 25
gk ZAC JFEol AN, slAR ] BHE
WA Ui Aol dE dofu} gprfElH
“Eurekal(I have found it) €9kt "slar 4]
Al ok RS Tl sk B ofzjlo}
ZAE Ao 2 FS]) AT o A
-+(Dewey 1920, 152).

ok
by
aooae
%

e ofy
£

Dewey = 171914 o271 29} 1 &4l

2 Wwaka gtk T E9 119 o] 3]

Ae] gl BES B £F A% ¥
43 WAL AsAE 2gde A4

Hugtt AH Deweys Ambherst =413l
A Blake®] 2AAE 3-89 ol DDCE %
okiTh I 18739 3€ 7Y Dewey 7} 19
A7l that 2ol A9 we] dolch

U Aol A g o | S o
Tk AR Ui A 2elgle] SHE
AR 109 102 A28 B 42 13

T AztelA e

1873 59 8ol 1= 1 EFH Hs|,

Z8F AR - olF, Yo A= Amherst T
SHeAlA A5 AR Zs Al e
= A, dFH o= e} Gl AEFr oA
o] DDC9] #ehe HAoz Hyd Hxo] Fal
o, 124 "All 7}¢] 7]1¥de=(Three Genetic
Paper) (Dawe 1932, 318-324)." ¢ & Eg]v, &
A Ass A5EH et A5 (Amherst
Archives) ol B#=o] Slth. DDCRHAY 9] s &
1873102 sl A% A o]d APgel| A
& Aot

DDC A3te] 18760l Wal=7|= PAT
I gRe] s 18730l sk A o] uf
ot} o] 3/0¢] =iell sl FEejrAA SHA
NN N B> TS vF AN B
1968, 123). ©] 371<] At A7} 1,800
o2 11 F & vk LTt FAIARY) o]
The Merits of the Systemy©ll thg+ Admo] 7,
e 2R/ F3 Library Classification
Systemy ol #F Zlo] oF 520k, T LA o]l
Aol AL Its Special Adaption to our
Library ol &gk 2] 7174 &2 35091 Tol=
wof Stk 17t o] FolM 71 e 5 HE
gk Ao, o] 7] o]Hell Ak ZlolH, B
o vt 2ol 71&stal ek

Y zpale], o] ygle] & LA @A o] &5
AE 4% B a9 =B ibrary eco-



nomy)°ll 3l = & < Sl oA AKdS: B
QA AES A3 A A7 Algele £+
o], Al AREE AL Sl ol A Bk Hout
the Aol ol=3ith

SAHOR T ol 42 AAEA A4S 3
Aeke Fele 1Baka Aok oS GolA o

Phe) AN Bstaa @

4. 3N 7|9 +=E(Three
Genetic Papers)2| £4

1876'd DDCe] Zto] W=7 71| o] HAA}
= 18739 52 8U7kA] &gt o] &4t 370
9] 7)== (Three Genetic Papers) oA 5-€]
71938ttt Dewey 7k 1071 #57-9F #sl 1873
A 59 Amherstth 8 £ ]3] AE3H
39 RIAM'E G, Daweoll 25 g A1
AAL] ARE 3] BEINS 717} Ak
(Dawe 1932, 319) 2L Hapr} Stk webA
Dewey 7} 1872-73'd Amherstoll X HZ2=
ket 1071 79 7S WS 2 A AlA =4
& GAF el F23k 8Rlo|qdtk

o] Ake] W82 DDCEIH(1876) &) A&l 1
2 Wd s 7 itk ‘Classification and Index’
o 3k AFL 18733 Zx ALw Aot} 1A

o 5 q9) A3} $EY, B W) £
S AAHOE 507 oo $RE AAT 1}

EA#8H(Library Economy) ol et 2 &
Fo] 15t AFSAth o] AFeA A= EAT
H7HH ok

31T 392 o

AE2 A

=
T

o]

ARAEFRH(DDC) o] 71dE W A5 347

7oA ArE ERAAE AA AREsHEA,
o] #RAAZ 19 22> AHE 7L Aol
2haL GAlsTh 2319 FA4of oAl Sk
87300 Slol 7P T3tk &+ 3
g, A7HEE, ARl Asix
HRHETE S FAX O THEo
o= ot BRAAE &=
QP A AA T, IR &
o} 2] WS E w73 wjgste ol
gk 7}x)7} ek Dewey 1876, 3). ©1%
Lokl 1) DDC+= 187319 7t

° rir

2 0 o ¥ 2 g

B

A
al

-~

73716014 oln] AATgk viE o] Al 7He] =
<+ AA7F1.80004708] Telz o] Sl
T ARte] A ZRI(EE7H) €] oA(The
Merits of the system)’o]H, "=AZ FEFHA|

& 29 AR (Library Classification
system)’©] 1 T30 2 oF 5207 woi, mpx|d}
o= "7 EAHAe] 5 AE(Its Special
Adaptation to our Library) ol @3t Zo] 7}
% &olA, 3007 A== Gl o] 3] =&
o] o]&u} "37h¢] 7]he=el Aot
ERHY el sl (To
construct the scheme of Classification)’, "%
A E=(Library Catalogue)’, ‘FA415=(The
Subject Catalogue)’ 3} A+ 3 Fofo tis)
(To Assign the Class Numbers) ¢} #H=
HIYANE FHSAA o]H =g FHIEHT

(Dawe 1932, 319). ©] Al7]ell Z1+= Routine’
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o W =528 ZAFHA S ojEA T
ojolsh=x](Care of Books, Choice of editions,
A history of Books, Our Catalogues) & 71&
St Dawe 1932, 319). wehx oA =
B3N] NEEE Y] s AL o] W
< T3 DDCEE] A3} Bl EAs)] B
2} gt

1 ZME ERAIAH

3719 7= ol A HATE TASR &
FA2~€l(Library Classification System)’©]
2 YA =Folth BRAISEY A2}

=4S AUE 202 T UEe Thes

e}

4
rU1o

F(main class) & A743ks INE 23
3R] oA sla, 18l7 ZF F(class) ol 95 &
7] o= AXIA =AZ YERof gt olF 7]
= T 9] F5 7
2 ATHEstal ZH2te] skelE el A mA A
45 Fojdit) o)5 8170(100) FE AlEF
ato] 9N E EA| ¥ sHlFE vheth 7t
o] 7 WA AR ol ARlF F9 shkE
Hojgit) olF 3¢5 (subclass) & oFF-d Al
Fglo] A AgA 9] o= Rt Xt 71
T Atk AR AE7F Solubd R A
AR 108 Eodth 78 Heaso = wg
&P (A3 A=fekAIRE A 2] 4 Holl &
o] e Fol Aztstal wigsth), 7+ #9
TAE Y F okl AR dpleo R
gt - £540 FU AEAY A7l A
T 5Ys SAE SAE et 7] &

QHOR e AAY AT Al F

B ¥ E(main heads) &

o

\

t}. o] &R (runner) ] HOlE fl3l A7HHE
Aglel] 5o 7le® thE AR (A2} v
o] 73 5549 A dol) & 71ggitt o
2 ERHE(A7HE gAY 55
AAE Azpge] ofs) wjdE =AE sl
g Aoty 54 Guple] T e 7 A
o7 Z7sHA =¥ fAF 54 Ad BEAE
S A M EE gIEo R wgst
th. dlE 59 vk 472 EFE] 3

2 SHRIFE AdE 7F EAelE 47108
THHSE Attt A e Hel 47

Aol 10718] A =3 sk91FE 2838t tha
a9 4.727}F Fold Aol & 71A] o)
o] BEYo|u} FAE T e AuHAl 54

A eXE 5ol SAIE 2 Aol o

AN

=

o

g So FMAL ARF glo] B3] 37
WS 4% Wl B 47 FAE Qugoe o
E AN A A2 82 2
S USAT 472 Fofop 8 Al

g AEEIY Léﬁﬁﬁa A= 7
AEe] thet & Wort Fojsojof gtk 1
A e el 47 thalell 1078e] M= o
AFE A&t v S9lFE 4727 FoiE

O

Aolty, BE o] 79 Fi> e s Fofgd
As T F8] Aol Fojof itk 0
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o= oujgitt dE 59 02 EEIIRE &
T FFslal e gRk AR o] ERHS I}
k4702 g Aol 47129 BE F2
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O]Eq O'Q‘ 151 O]}\]"/] B}\gl S
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+ Aol of7] e, o]gfgh s=Al= 031, 032
A1 31, 252 A E i Dewey 1876, 4).
THEFHAAME EREe 29 1 A
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=
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¥ & At EE 0 F BEE
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wel Rolaky Awaly Yo,

o) 2 ARtk AN ok
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o Dewey A 8¢ 3 WA @AE 977} 9
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FE FREYY, 4242 AF AR A 22
2 et ZF sl Re 9 AlEE Y A=t
I MRS &5 24 A S22kl o8] UEL
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3t =A AL A3 M= o] AYS TSt
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Teo] = AL 8N 1 F 505 Ay
219] AAFE (editorial proofs) ¥O.& X
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