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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the self-archiving venues that university faculty members have used,
the types of content that they have made publicly accessible on the web, and their rationales
for such decisions. The present study was based on the analysis of 480 survey responses and
41 telephone interviews from professors at 17 Carnegie Doctorate-granting universities in the
U.S. It was found that faculty members tended to self-archive referred articles on their personal
websites or research group websites. This indicated that the faculties perceived peer-review
process to be important in self-archiving practices as a quality-control mechanism. The rate
of self-archiving in institutional repositories was low, although several interviewees envisioned
the potential of the repositories regarding the ability to preserve various types of research
works in digital form.
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My personal web site is what I use more
often because it's something that I have
control over. I can update it and it's easy
for me if I want to post something at 2:00
in the morning and that's when I want it
done. I don't have to worry about someone
else’s schedule so the amount of control that
I have, what's there, how it's presented is

useful (ID 1702).
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Institutional repositories are really impor-

tant because that's a place where there's easy
access to your work over a longer period of

time(ID 1803).
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Even though I've circumvented peer
review just by publishing my own things
[unrefereed articles] [in the institutional
repository], I myself would say they don't
really count as knowledge unless some
mechanism is put in place to have someone
else review it and say that's knowledge. So
peer review is still the unsolved problem in

online publication(ID 1756).
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